ACTIVITIES FROM SELOUS IMPALA CAMP – issued 28.10.2011
There are no extra charges for any activities except for fishing (USD 15 per person per session) and flycamping (USD 200 per person per day supplement) at the current time. Selous Impala Camp reserves the right to pass on any increases in Reserve Fees for activities, should they occur. 

(Please press “Control” and click on the link you want)

· Game drives
· Boat Safaris
· Walking Safaris
· Fishing
· Fly-camping
· Birding Safari
· Bird List by Impala Guides
Game drives
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One of the most appreciated characteristics of the Selous is the “low traffic” of vehicle on its roads. Our guests often experience hours travelling about the Reserve without seeing any other vehicles. In the busiest periods they may see a maximum of 3/4 other cars. 

According to the season the roads that can be taken are along the shorelines of the Rufijj River and of the various lakes: Mzizimia, Siwandu, Nzelekela and Manze.

Off-road driving is allowed within certain guidelines.
The camp has only 8 tents, and for our activities we have 6 landrovers and 4 boats as well as a walking safari team with an armed guide. So you can see we can offer our guests a special and individual experience according to their wishes.
For the most classical of the safari activities, the traditional game drive, Impala Camp uses its 6 Land Rovers kitted out especially for photographic safaris. These are completely open vehicles (with a canvas roof to protect clients from the sun) which can accommodate a maximum of 6 people in addition to the driver and guide occupying the front seat.
There are two rows of seats for the guests, and generally (except for family groups who want to be together) we would only put up to 4 people – one at each “window”. The exception can be for airstrip transfers – then there may be 6 people on rare occasions.

Impala Camp offers as much as possible private game drives; this together with the fact that the guide/driver team is almost always accompanying the same guests on all their game drives (unless they go on leave or are incapacitated) gives us the chance to organize a service tailor-made to the guests’ desires. 

In the dry season we can organize full day or half day game drives. The full day activity usually starts after breakfast at the camp and includes a bush lunch. The guests can enjoy a long drive in the wilderness coming back to the camp at sunset. This is suggested at least once for “safari lovers” who are coming to the Selous perhaps with some specific game or bird viewing aims. What a pleasure sitting together with a pack of African wild dogs or a pride of lions watching them in their daily “business”. Spending a lot of time with one animal or group of animals, gives you the chance to get really close to them.
The half day activities are advisable in the wet season when the heat of the day can become too heavy; or for those people who think that 8/9 hours in a car is a little bit too much. You can leave the camp early in the morning and have a full breakfast outside in the bush under a nice shady tree, or if you prefer, start out a little bit later after your breakfast in camp.  You will be back at the camp for lunch and there will be time after that for a rest, or a plunge in the pool. 
The afternoon game drive starts at about 16:00 and you will be out until sundowner time.
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Boat Safaris
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Our experienced guides can take you out to discover the secrets which lie in the waters of the Rufijj river. Boat safaris can be organized in the morning or in the afternoon. It is a unique experience to see the wildlife from a different point of view. Hippos and crocodiles, together with the hundreds of different species of colourful birds, will escort you while you quietly move on the waters of the enormous river or the beautiful lakes that form this incredible ecosystem.

We personally recommend to all of our guests to do at least one boat safari in the afternoon. The light of the setting sun reflected in the water is a magical show which no words can describe.

Boat safaris can also be arranged in the morning and this is a good idea for the guests who want to have a better look at the life of the “water animals” which populate the Selous. You will be surprised by their numbers and their features!
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And sometimes you might have a nice surprise to find in front of you elephants swimming in the water!
If the water level in the river allows, boat safaris up to Stieglers Gorge can be organized.
At Impala camp we have 4 boats (2 four seaters and 2 six seaters) with dedicated guides for whom the river has no secret.
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Walking Safaris
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What to say… in our opinion this is the activity that takes you most “inside” the real bush,  which show you not only the big things but also the small ones. Our trained guides can teach you everything you want to know about trees, grasses, insect, tracks and spoors. Walking in the bush let you feel part of the bush.

The walking safari is usually organized early in the morning or late in the afternoon, for coolness. The walk starts from the camp (so no prior transport has to be done).

Morning walks usually finish with a full breakfast in the bush. From here you can decide whether to continue with a game drive or a boat safari, and for the more fit… well, you can even decide to walk back to the camp to enjoy the rest of the morning at the bar, the lounge, the pool or your tent. The walk is long or short as as you prefer, after discussion with other guests who may also be going out.
An afternoon walk is also a special experience to be remembered. The fading light of the day gives a magical color to the world in which you are silently and slowly moving.   
For the safety of all our guests all the walking safaris are conducted accompanied by our own senior guide with a rifle. Very often you will first find the spoor of an elephant and then you find the one who left it! Believe us. An elephant from a safari car looks big; an elephant during a walks is immense!
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Fishing
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The fishing is excellent in Selous. We have at our disposal a river and lakes which are virtually untouched, be it by commercial or sport fishing, so the waters are full of fish, though they have been regularly hunted by the resident crocodiles! Selous Impala camp is set on the banks of the Rufiji, which holds catfish and tigerfish, depending on the time of year.

The tiger is a fish that is famous for being a fighter with heart, and having the tools to back it up. They are powerful swimmers, often leaping several feet into the air whilst being fought. Tigers have been seen to bite through 30 pound wire trace with their impressive set of dentures. This particular species is plentiful in the waters around Impala camp and grows to a size of 15 kilos, 5-10 being the average caught.

The second commonly fished species here is the catfish. These can grow to be monsters and its fairly common to be been left at the side of the river staring at a spooled reel in shock, while the fish that had been hooked calmly surfaces just for a moment to give one a chance to see what was lost! They can grow to be fifty kilos and are the most commonly hooked and landed fish. The average catch size is 6 to 15 kilos.

The best season starts in June and lasts until the end of October. Once it starts raining the fish will move to shallow flood plain areas to spawn. When the river is full (right after the March-May or November rains) it is actually the worst time to go fishing, the water is dirty, and it is hard to find good spots as the fish have moved.

It comes good again mid December right up to the end of February. This second period is when the river will get to its lowest point. This is nice because you can find sand banks that extend right out into the river. 

March is not good for fishing and the Selous camps are closed in April and May. 

The activity starts with a trip upriver by boat. Once you find a spot considered good by our guide the fishing can start. You can fish from the boat or, if you prefer, after finding a nice sandbank (and chased away hippo and crocs) from land. As you prefer!
We charge a supplement of USD 15 per person per fishing session, to cover the cost of the Reserve Fishing Fees.
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Fly-camping
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Have you ever dreamed of spending a night in the wild wild bush? Surrounded by animals and their voices. Lit by firelight and candles? The Impala Flycamp is this and much more. 
Deep inside the bush you will be in a basic-but-comfortable camp set up only for you. Privacy at its best. A dedicated team (including waiters, cooks, and guide) will follow you to create the dream for you.

This is highly recommended for deep bush lovers, or for the ones who are looking for a romantic adventure.
The fly camp can be set up for a maximum of 4 pax (of the same party) and it includes:
· tent with beds
· handwash basin
· shower

· bush toilet

· cold drinks
· food – bush lunches, breakfasts and dinners
· drinking water   
You can decide to walk into the flycamp or to arrive by boat, and once there all the activities including game drives and walking from camp are available and organized directly by you and your private guide.
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Birding Safaris
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In the new season starting from 1st June 2010 Impala camp will also offer an activity focused on birds and bird lovers. Thanks to the unique environment of the Selous which give us both land and water we provide a “boat and walk activity”. This activity can be varied according to the seasons or to the request of the guests. 
In the cold months we would like to take you on a full day of activities: in the morning you will go out on a boat safari focused on the water/riverine birds. After a lunch in the bush, we will take a walk in the surrounding areas. 
In the hottest months we will start with an early morning walk and after a full breakfast in the bush a boat safari up to lunch time.
Here we would like to present a list of birds that can be spotted during the excursions. This list does not have any scientific meaning; it’s only based on the experiences and the sightings of our guides. To keep it easier we have highlighted the rarer ones a red color.
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Birds List compiled by Selous Impala Camp Guides
Updated March 2010

Red highlight – rarely seen
Please also refer to our website bird list for the Selous Game Reserve at:

www.adventurecampstz.com/selousbirds.htm 
DARTER

African Darter

PELICANS (usually Jul-Sept)

White Pelican, Pink-backed Pelican

HERONS, EGRETS and BITTERNS

Purple Heron, Grey Heron, Rufuos-Bellied Heron, Striated Heron, Goliath Heron, Black-Headed Heron, Madagascar Squacco threatened (May-Oct), Cattle Egret, Green-Backed Heron, Great White Egret, Black Heron, Little Egret, Yellow-Billed Egret, White-Backed Night Heron, Black Crowned Night Heron
HAMERKOP

Hamerkop

STORKS

Yellow-Billed Stork, Open-Billed Stork, White Stork (Nov-Apr), Abdim’s Stork, Woolly-Necked Stork, Saddle-Billed Stork, Marabou Stork

IBISES and SPOONBILLS

African, Spoonbill, Hadada Ibis, Glossy Ibis, Sacred Ibis
DUCK & GEESE

Fulvous Whistling Duck, White-Faced Whistling Duck, Red-Billed Teal, Egyptian Goose, Knob-Billed Duck, White-Backed Duck, Spur-Winged Goose, African Pigmy Goose, African Black Duck
VULTURES, EAGLES, HAWKS, KITES, BUZZARDs and OSPREY

Black Kite, Black-Shouldered Kite, African Fish Eagle, Palm-Nut Vulture, Osprey, Africa White-Backed Vulture, Ruppel’s Vulture, Hooded Vulture, White-Headed Vulture, Lappet-Faced Vulture threatened, Brown Snake Eagle, Eurasian Marsh Harrier (Sep-Apr), Dark Chanting Goshawk, Lizard Buzzard, Shikra, African Goshawk, Little Sparrow Hawk, African Harrier Hawk, Common Buzzard (Spe-Apr), Tawny Eagle, Lesser Spotted Eagle, African Hawk Eagle, Bateleur, Long-Crested Eagle, Verraux Eagle, Martial Eagle, Short-Toed Snake Eagle (Oct-Mar), Pallied Harrier (Oct-Apr), Montagu’s Harrier (Oct-Apr), Black-Chested Snake Eagle, Steppe Eagle (Oct-Apr), Bat Hawks 

FALCONS

Peregrine Falcon, Grey Kestrel, Dickinson’s Kestrel, Lesser Kestrel threatened (Oct-May), Common Kestrel (Oct-May), African Hobby Falcon, Red-Necked Falcon, African Pigmy Falcon, Sooty Falcon (Oct-Dec, Feb-May), Eurasian Hobby Falcon (Sep-May), Eleonora’s Falcon (Oct-Nov, Mar-May), Lanner Falcon

QUAILS and FRANCOLINS

Crested Francolin, Red-Necked Spurfowl, Harlequim Quail, Common Quail, Cocqui Francolin, Hildebrant’s Francolin, Common Botton

GUINEAFOWLS

Helmeted Guineafowl, Crested Guineafowl
RAILS, COOTS and GALLINULES

Black Crake, Corn Crake, African Crake, African Finfoot 

BUSTARD

Black-Bellied Bustard
JACANAS

African Jacana, Painted Snipe

AVOCET and STILTS

Black-Winged Stilt, Pied Avocet

THICK-KNEES

Water Thick-Knee, Spotted Thick-Knee
COURSER and PRANTICOLES

Temminck’s Courser, Violet-Tipped Courser, Collared Pranticole

PLOVERS

Common Ringed Plover (Sep-May), Kittliz’s Plover, Three-Banded Plover, Blacksmith Plover, Crowned Plover, Spur-Winged Plover, Black-Winged Lapwing, White Crowned Lapwing, Senegal Lapwing, Little Ringed Plover, Greater Sandplover 

SANDPIPER, PHALAROPES and SNIPES

Common Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper, Common Greenshank (Sept-Apr), Green Sandpiper (Jul-Apr), Marsh Sandpiper (Aug-Apr), Common Redshank, Curlew Sandpiper (Aug-may, breed Mar-May), Little Stint (Aug-May), Ruff (Aug-May passage migrant), Greater Painted Snipe, Common Snipe (Sept-May)

SKIMMER

African Skimmer

PIGEONS and DOVES

Namaqua Dove, Ring-Necked Dove, Red-Eyed Dove, Laughing Dove, Emerald-Spotted Wood Dove, African Green Pigeon, Lemon Dove, Tambourine Dove

PARROTS and LOVEBIRD

Brown-Headed Parrot, Brown-Necked Parrot, Grey-Necked Parrot

TURACOS 

Grey Go-Away Bird, Livingstone’s Turaco, Purple-Crested Turaco

CUCKOO and COUCALS

Diederik Cuckoo, Klaa’s Cuckoo, Black and White Cuckoo, Levaillant’s Cuckoo, Black Cuckoo, Red-Chested Cuckoo, Burchell’s Coucal, White-Browed Coucal, Emerald Cuckoo, Great Spotted Cuckoo, Eurasian Cuckoo, African Cuckoo, Barred Long-Tailed Cuckoo, Black Cuckoo Shrike

OWLS and OWLET

Barn Owl, Verraux Eagle Owl, Spotted Eagle Owl, Pearl-Spotted Owlet, African Barred Owlet, Pel’s Fishing Owl (Jun-Oct), African Wood Owl, White faced Scop Owl, White-Faced Scop Owl
NIGHTJARS

Eurasian Nightjar, Square-Tailed Nightjar, Pennant-Winged Nightjar (Aug-Mar), Fiery-Necked Nightjar, Gabon Nightjar, Freckled Nightjar

SWIFTS and SPINETAILS (most migrant, MAR-SEPT)

White-Rumped Swift, Palm Swift, Eurasian Swift, Horus Swift, Mottled Swift, Little Swift. African Black Swift, Bohm’s Spinetail

MOUSEBIRDS and TROGON

Speckled Mousebirds, Blue-Naped Mousebird, Red-Faced Mousebird, Narina’s Trogon
KINGFISHER

Grey-Headed Kingfisher, Giant Kingfisher, Pied Kingfisher, Malachite Kingfisher, Brown-Hooded Kingfisher, Woodland Kingfisher, African Pigmy Kingfisher, Striped Kingfisher, Mangrove Kingfisher

BEE-EATERS

Little Bee-eater, Bohm’s Bee-eater, White-Throated Bee-eater, White-Fronted Bee-eater, Carmine Bee-eater (Sept-Apr) Blue-checked Bee-eater (Nov-Apr), European Bee-eater (Oct-Dec), Madagascar Bee-eater (Apr-Sept), Swallow-Tailed Bee-eater

ROLLERS

Lilac-Breasted Roller, European Roller (Nov-May), Broad-Billed Roller, Racket-Tailed Roller
WOOD-HOOPOES and SCIMITARBILLS

Common Scimitarbill, Green Wood Hoopoe, African Hoopoe
HORNBILLS

Trumpet Hornibill, Crowned Hornbill, Von Deckens Hornbill, African Grey Hornbill, Southern Ground Hornbill, Pale Billed Hornbill, Silvery-Cheeked Hornbill

BARBETS

Spotted-Flanked Barbet, Black-Collared Barbet, Brown-Breasted Barbet, Crested Barbet, White-Eared Barbet, Yellow-Fronted Tinkebird, Red-Fronted Thinkebird, Levaillant’s Barbet

HONEYGUIDES

Lesser Honeyguide, Greater Honeyguide, Scaly-Throated Honeyguide, Black-Throated Honeyguide

WOODPECKERS

Golden-Tailed Woodpecker, Speckle-Throated Woodpecker, Green-Backed Woodpecker, Cardinal Woodpecker, Bearded woodpecker, Stierling’s Woodpecker 

BROADBILL

African Broadbill
PITTA

African Pitta
SWALLOWS and MARTIN

Greated-Striped Swallow (May-Aug), Common-House Martin, Lesser-Striped Swallow, White-Tailed Swallow, Barn Swallow (Aug-Apr), Mosque Swallow, African Rock Martin, Grey-Rumped Swallow, Eurasian Swallow, African Sand Martin, Eurasian Sand Martin 

BULBULS

Yellow-Bellied Greenbul, Common Bulbul, Little Greenbul, Shelley’s Greenbul, Yellow-Streaked Grenbul, Zanzibar Sombre Greenbul, Tiny Greenbul, Fischer’s Greenbul, Northen Brwonbul, Brownbul

THRUSHES and CHATS

Cliff Chat, Eastern Bearded Scrub Robin, Collared-Palm Thrush, Spotted-Morning Thrush, White-Headed Black Chat, Red-Capped Robin Chat, White-Browed Robin Chat, White-Browed Scrub Robin, Red-tailed Chat, Morning Thrush, Miombo Rock Thrush, White-Starred Forrest Robin, Orange Ground Thrush, Kurrichane Trhush, White-Chested Alethe

WHEATER

Northen Wheater, Capped Wheater, Pied Wheater

WARBLERS and CAMAROPTERAS

Yellow-Breasted Apalis, Olivaceus Warbler, Willow Warbler, Garden Warbler, Great Reed Warbler, Lesser Swamp Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Black-Headed Apalis, Little Rush Warbler, Grey-Backed Camaroptera, Green-Back Camaroptera, Barred Wren Warbler, Red-Winged Warbler, Moustached Warbler, Tawny-Flanked Prinia

CROMBECS

Red-Faced Crombec

EREMOMELAS

Yellow-Bellied Eremomela, Green-Caped Eremomela

BATISES and WATTLE-EYES

Black-Headed Batis, Grey-Headed Batis, Forrest Batis, Pale Batis, Black-Throated Wattleye

FLYCATCHER

Spotted Flycatcher, African Paradise Flycatcher, African Grey Flycatcher, Pale Flycatcher, Ashy Flycatcher, African Dusky Flycatcher, Lead-Coloured Flycatcher, Southern Black Flycatcher, Leda-Colored Flycatcher, Black and White Flycatcher, Livingstone’s Flycatcher, Crested Flycatcher

SUNBIRDS

Collared Sunbird, Mariko Sunbird, Scarlet-Chested Sunbird, Miombo Double-Colored Sunbird, Shelley’s Sunbird, Amethysts Sunbird, Olive Sunbird, Purple Bandit Sunbird, Violet-Backed Sunbird, Rufus-Winged Sunbird Endemic, Ulunguru Violet-Backed Sunbird, Variable Sunbird

WHITE-EYES

Yellow White-eye

ORIOLIDAE

African Golden Oriole, Black-Headed Oriole, Green-Headed Oriole

SHRIKES

Long-Tailed Fiscal, Common Fiscal, Red-Backed Shrike, Lesser Grey Shrike, Black-Backed Puffback, Grey-Headed Bush Shrike, Tropical Boubou, Sulphur-Breasted Bush Shrike, Black Headed Tchagra, Brown-Crown Tchagra, Marsh Tchagra, Retz’s Helmet Shrike, White-Crested Helmet Shrike, Black-Fronted Bush Shrike, Brown-Headed Tchagra, Red-Tailed Shrike, Chestnut-Fronted Helmet Shrike, Long-Tailed Fiscal

DRONGOS

Fork-Tailed Drongo, Square Tailed Drongo
CROWS and RAVENS
Pied Crow
OXPECKER

Red-Billed Oxpecker, Yellow-Billed Oxpecker

STARLINGS

Violet-Backed Starling, Greater Blue-Eared Starling, Wattled Starling, Lesser Blue-Eared Starling

SPARROW

House Sparrow, Grey-Headed Sparrow

WEAVERS

Red-Billed Buffalo-Weavers, Red-Headed Weaver, Black-Headed Weaver, Lesser Masked Weaver, Spectacled Weaver, African Golden Weaver, White-Browed Sparrow Weaver, Grosbeak Weaver, Parasitic Weaver, Dark Backed Weaver, Masked Weaver, Olive-Headed Golden Weaver, Vetelline Masked Weaver

RED BISHOPS

Zanzibar Red Bishop

QUELEAS

Red-Billed Quelea, Red-Headed Quelea

PYTILIA and COROND BLEUS

Green-Winged Pytilia, Southern Cordon Bleu, Orange-Winged Pytilia, Green-Backed Twinspot, Peter’s Twinspot

FIREFINCHERS

African Firefinch, Red-Billed Firefinch

WAXBILL

Common Waxbill, Zebra Waxbill, Lavender Waxbill

WHYDAHS and INDIGOBIRDS

Steel Blue Whydah, Village Indigobird, Pin-Tailed Whydah, Broad-Tailed Paradise Whydah, Eastern Paradise Whydah, Variable Indigobird, African Firefinch Indigobird

SEEDEATERS and CANARIES

Yellow-Rumped Seedeater, Yellow-Fronted Canaries, African Citril, Brimstone Canary

BUNTING

African Golden-Breasted Bunting, Cabani’s Bunting, Cinnamon-Breasted Rock Bunting

SPINETAIL

Bohm’s Spinetail, Mottle-Throated Spinetail

RED BISHOP

Black Winged Red Bishop, Yellow Bishop, Zanzibar Red Bishop

WIDOWBIRD

White Winged Widowbird, Red-Naped Widowbird, Fan-Tailed Widowbird

MANNIKIN

Bronze Mannikin, Black and White Mannikin

BABBLER

Arrow-Marked Babbler, Black Lored Babbler

PENDULINE TITS

Grey Penduline Tits, White-Bellied Tit, Black Tit, Rufous-Bellied Titt

TERN

Whiskered Tern (Jul-Apr), Gull-Billed Tern (Jul-Apr)

CISTICOLA

Desert Cisticola, Siffling Cisticola, Rattling Cisticola, Red-Faced Cisticola, Tabora Cisticola, Winding Cisticola, Zittling Cisticola, Croaking CIsticola

PIPIT

Little Tawny Pipit, Richard’s Pipit, Long-Billed Pipit, Buffy Pipit, Tree Pipit, Yellow-Throated Longclaw
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